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Etymologisches Wbrterbuch der romanischen 
Sprachen, von Friedr. Diez. Funfte Aus- 
gabe. Mit einem Anhang von August 
Scheler. Bonn, Marcus, 1887. 

This new edition of Diez's ' Worterbuch ' 
shows a much enlarged appendix, as was to be 
expected, and will be very useful. It is per- 
haps unfair to lay much stress on any lack of 
completeness, for completeness in such matters 
is, as we all know, very difficult. But it is sur- 
prising not to find any mention of Thurney- 
sen's ' Keltoromanisches ' under andare and 
in the same place a reference might have been 
given to the Liter aturblatt fi'ir germanische 
and romanische Philologie, 1884, col. 104 
(*iudare from iude). The latter omission is 
more excusable than the former, and indeed it 
appears from a hasty search that Thurney- 
sen's book has entirely escaped Scheler's 
notice, which is indeed surprising. At least I 
find no mention of it in several places where 
mention might be expected ; for example, 
under ambasciata, camicia, drudo, briser, lai, 
maint, to mention a few examples out of many. 
Cornu's etymology of bravo (Romania, 1884, 
pp. 110-113) is also not mentioned. Under 
Join II. c, the appendix has the same surpris- 
ing remark as in the last edition. If Latin 
praeda is really related to prehendere then a 
vulgar Latin preda may not seem any stranger 
than pre- in the Latin verb. Of course French 
proie cannot have come horn praeda. 

E. S. Sheldon. 
Harvard University. 



Grundriss zur Geschichte der deutschen Dich- 
tung aus den Quellen von Karl Goedeke. 
2. Auflage. Dresden, Ls. Ehlermann. Bd. 
I — I II, pp. viii, 500; iv, 600; viii, 384. 

Among the representatives of German phi- 
lology and literature who have recently died in 
such rapid succession, Professor Karl 
Goedeke held one of the foremost positions. 
Born in 1814 at Celle, he received his academic 
training at the University of Gottingen, where 
the influence of the Grimm brothers, Benecke, 
Gervinus, Otfried Miiller and Dahlmann 
determined his future career. Even as a 
student he began making the collections which 
became the basis of his later famous works. 



The time following his studies in Gottingen 
he devoted mostly to quiet literary activity ; 
but he also took an active part in the political 
events which were then agitating Germany. 
Not until the year 1873 was he appointed Pro- 
fessor of the History of German Literature at 
the University of Gottingen, which position he 
held up to the time of his death, October 27, 
1887. Goedeke's scientific activity was many- 
sided, though mostly directed to literary in- 
vestigation, the results of which he did not 
withhold from the general public, being widely 
and favorably known as the editor of classical 
writers and the author of ' Goethe's Leben und 
Schriften.' By his clear and objective presen- 
tation of facts he marks a wholesome and 
pleasing contrast to the scientific journalism 
and subjective mannerism so fashionable of 
late. 

The chief work of Goedeke's life is his 
celebrated 'Grundriss,' a monumentum aere 
perennius not only of himself but also of the 
scholarly industry of Germany. A few years 
before his death he prepared a second edition 
of it and succeeded in carrying this as far as 
the third volume, thus covering the litera- 
ture to the close of the Seven Years' War. 
In many respects this second edition must be 
regarded as an entirely new work. The 
author has added a stupendous amount of 
material, thus creating an indispensable store- 
house for the benefit of all future investigators. 
But it is not alone a book of reference : it 
equally excels in subtle observation and 
objective truthfulness — qualities which charac- 
terize all of Goedeke's writings. The 
publisher promises that the continuation of 
the second edition will cover the period down 

i to the present time; and we hope that this 
excellent work will find its way not only into 

\ the libraries of our colleges and other public 
institutions but also into the private collections 

: of many cultivated readers throughout the 

: country. 

Julius Goeisel. 
j 
j 
Complete German Manual for High Schools 

and Colleges by Wesley C. Sawyer, Ph. 
I)., Chicago, 1807. 

The book before us attempts to combine the 
"natural method" and the "grammar 



